Weak offense dooms Rutgers in loss to Penn St. C1 


$3 FINAL EDITION 


ELECTION 2017 


Democratic Gov.-elect Phil Murphy has said big changes are coming to New Jersey. Aristide Economopoulos, for The Star-Ledger 


THE FUTURE 


WITH PHIL 


Murphy clinched the governor’s office last week, but his journey 


to the Statehouse came with a long list of campaign vows 


promises that would transform life as we know it in 


G ov.-elect Phil Murphy campaigned on progressive 


New Jersey — free community college, legalized rec- 
reational marijuana and support for a $15 minimum wage. 
He also wants to fully fund the state’s pension system and 
fully fund schools by adhering to the state’s school-funding 


formula. 


To pay for some of those promises, he’s proposed a $1.3 bil- 


lion tax plan that includes taking more from millionaires’ 
annual income and closing loopholes for corporations and 


hedge funds. 


He’s also said he will fight President Donald Trump tooth 
and nail on his agenda, which includes protecting New Jer- 
sey’s so-called Dreamers — unauthorized immigrants who 
came to this country with their parents when they were 


young. 


For a full look at Murphy’s proposals and how they could play out, see Page A5 
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Legal pot 

is coming; 
when will 
it get here? 


If Murphy fulfills promise, 
road to recreational weed 
will likely be a long one 


Susan K. Livio For The Star-Ledger 


When Democrat Phil Murphy defeated 
Republican Kim Guadagno in the gover- 
nor’s race Tuesday night, a wide array of 
entrepreneurs and elected officials knew 
they could march ahead with something 
brand new in New Jersey: legalizing recre- 
ational marijuana. 

Murphy campaigned on a promise to 
sign a bill to make pot legal, something that 
would usher in a new market that could be 
worth $1.3 billion annually. 

And, of course, some people are await- 
ing the day when they can legally light up 
in the Garden State. So now the stage is set. 
But how long will it take before you can 
walk into a shop and buy legal marijuana? 

Nobody — including the lawmaker lead- 
ing the charge for legal pot in New Jersey 
— is saying for sure because it’s a compli- 
cated process. 

Two leaders who know about pot and 
government told NJ Advance Media that 
under all the right circumstances, it could 
be legal by the end of 2018. Any pitfalls 
could push it into 2019. 

Senate President Stephen Sweeney, 
D-Gloucester, has pledged to pass a bill 
legalizing recreational marijuana within 
the first three months of a Murphy admin- 
istration. 

During those three months, there 
would be public hearings, lobbying and 
arm-twisting, followed by a vote in both 
houses of the Legislature. Then, if it passes, 
it would go to the governor. 

Murphy said he would sign it right away. 

Getting the law passed and signed would 
be followed by months of rule-making to 
figure out the nitty-gritty details of how 
a marijuana market would operate, what 
rules the public must abide by, licensing 
who gets to sell and grow, and dealing with 
SEE POT, A4 


NEWARK 


Animal shelter fails 3 inspections but still open 


Karen Yi 
For The Star-Ledger 


Newark’s independently 
run animal shelter is oper- 
ating without a license after 
failing three back-to-back 
inspections that detailed 
kennels in severe disrepair, 
bags of carcasses covered in 
flies and sick animals not 
receiving basic vet care. 

Associated Humane Soci- 
eties, which opened its doors 


Arts & Escapes, F1 


Business, A9 


in 1906, is a nonprofit group 
that operates three shelters, 
including one in Newark. 

The Newark facility on 
Evergreen Avenue also pro- 
vides animal control ser- 
vices for the city and 13 other 
municipalities. 

Jill Van Tuyl, assistant 
director for Associated 
Humane Societies, said the 
violations were unaccept- 
able and the staff is doing 
everything to correct ongo- 
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ing problems. 

“It’s an old building that 
has a lot of issues, and we’re 
doing our best to make sure 
any deficiencies with regard 
to the facility are rectified,” 
Van Tuyl said. 

Some animal rights advo- 
cates, however, are question- 
ing why the Newark shelter 
remains open despite more 
than a decade of egregious 
findings, including a scath- 
ing 2003 report by the state 


and failed inspections in 
years past. 

Last month, health offi- 
cials said the Newark shel- 
ter had made some fixes but 
hit the facility with new vio- 
lations — including for not 
giving animals water and 
not having a supervising vet- 
erinarian. 

“This is completely and 
totally out of control at this 
point,” said Collene Wronko, 
SEE SHELTER, A15 


The Asso- 
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HOMEHELPER MORTGAGE 


30 Year Fixed COUNTY & HOUSEHOLD INCOME LIMITATIONS: 
% Bergen/Passaic/Hudson/Middlesex: $58,960 

2. 990 O Essex/Sussex/Morris/Hunterdon/Union/Somerset: $79,840 
bie e Mercer: $76,320 


3.012% 


$4.21 per $1,000 borrowed 


20 Year Fixed 
2.990% 
3.022% 


NO APPLICATION FEE » 10% DOWN WITH NO PMI 
REFINANCING AVAILABLE 


$5.54 per $1,000 borrowed 
> Headquarters: 611 River Drive, Elmwood Park, NJ 07407 
SPENCER SAVINGS BANK SLA 21 Branches throughout New Jersey - 1-800-363-8115 - spencersavings.com 


APR=Annual Percentage Rate. Above rales, APRs and terms apply to NJ 1-family and 2-family, owner-occupied contract sales and refinances in amounts up to $417,000 

on properties in the counties listed above. (Please contact us for rale information on 2-family loans up to $533,850.) Private Mortgage Insurance is available for down FDIC 
Payments less than 10%. Rates are subject to change without notice. The APR may vary. Payments shown do not include applicable taxes and insurance. Actual payment f =} 
obligation will be greater. Property Insurance required. Flood Insurance may be required. Fees: Attorney Review Fee is $325. All loans are subject to credit approval. 
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